
CHRISTMAS – HOLY FAMILY – 2005  
“Let us go now to Bethlehem…  

So they went with haste and found  
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. ” 

 

(Today’s Readings: Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-16) 
 
 

Announced mass intentions…  

Sat., Dec. 24    4:00PM Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
    6:00PM Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
    8:00PM Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
  10:00PM Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
   Midnight Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
Sun., Dec. 25  11:15AM Mass – In Thanksgiving 
Mon., Dec. 26      Office  Closed 
Tues., Dec. 27  12:15PM Mass – Ella Ross+ 
Wed., Dec. 28  12:15PM Mass – Mr. & Mrs. Hans Friese+ 

Thurs., Dec. 29  12:15PM Mass 
Fri., Dec. 30  12:15PM Mass – Joseph Salah+ 
Sat., Dec. 31    5:00PM Mass – Holy Cross Parishioners 
Sun., Jan. 01    9:30AM Mass – Pauline Forgues+ 
  11:15AM Mass 
 
Events Calendar  
Sat., Dec. 24   9:30AM Prayer Group – Rm. A 

Sun., Dec. 25   9:30AM NO Children’s Liturgy 

Tues., Dec. 27   2:00PM Appreciation Gathering until 

  5 p.m. in the parish hall 

   7:00PM RCIA – Rm. A 

   7:30PM Rosary – Church 

   8:00PM A.A. – Hall 

Wed., Dec. 28   7:00PM NO PPC Meeting 

   7:30PM Choir (7:30) practice – Rm. A 

Thurs., Dec. 29   6:30PM Christian Meditation – Rm. A 

   7:30PM Choir (11:15) practice – Church 

Sat., Dec. 31   9:30AM Prayer Group – Rm. A 

   4:30PM Rosary – Church 

Sun., Jan 01   9:30AM NO Children’s Liturgy 

We remember in our prayers the sick... 
-our parishioners – Laurette Allen, Morris Anderson 
(husband of Joyce), Allan Brooks (husband of Gloria), 
Helen Charbonneau, Emile Chartrand, Clare Desjardins 
(husband of Alicia), Suzanne Desjardins (daughter of Leo), 
Ron Dexter (husband of Diane), Margaret FitzGerald, 
Marie Claire Grandbois, Gertrude Kennedy, Alice 
Haughton (wife of Bob), Frank Laturnus (husband of 
Edwina), Sr. Anne Leonard gsic, Reg MacDonald 
(husband of Joan), Tom McSwiggan (husband of Fran), 
Yolanda Miron (mother of Mina), Mary O’Connor (wife of 
Al), Grace & Bill Reid, Barbara Riggins, Margaret Ross, 
Ray Valin (husband of Betty), John Whelly 
-relatives–  Andy Besserer (son of Colin & Eileen 
Besserer), Barbara Burke (mother of Margie Kennedy), 
Richard Calagoure (brother-in-law of Barbara Riggins), 
Patricia Esmond (mother of Liz), Guy Gosselin (brother-in- 
 

 
law of Theresa Sarcevich), Anastasia Gorecki (sister of 
Theresa Sarcevich), Betty Holmes (sister of Edwina 
Laturnus), Vivian Hunt (brot her of Beryl Budzinski), Cathy 
Jirsch (sister of Aileen Halls), Nikhil Jose (nephew of Fr. 
James), Ayin & Godwin Lee (parents of Robert), Jerry 
Lorbetskie (brother of Dorothy Daub), Oswald Luke 
(father-in-law of Robert Lee), Louise MacAdam (daughter-
in-law of Helen Castle), Marie Miele (mother of Christine), 
Jonathan Seepersad (nephew of Robert Lee), Eleanor 
Spafford (mother of Barb Goski), Paul Sowinski (brother of 
Theresa Sarcevich) 
-the deceased – Kaino Niittymaa+ (father-in-law of 
Brenda White) 
 

COLLECTION REPORT 
~ A Summary of Your Generosity ~ 

December 18 – $6,102.82 (env.) / $ 615.56 (loose) 

 
Pastor’s column…  

A CHILD is born to us!  But who is he really?  He is, from 
the beginning before creation, the Word of God.  And this 
child is light that darkness cannot overcome.  And the 
world, and even his own don’t know him or receive him.  
But to those who see this child will be given the power to 
become the children of God with him.  The Word is made 
our flesh and pitches his tent among us.  God has come 
home to dwell with his creation, his children on earth.  
History has been penetrated to its core, its heart and we 
see God’s glory—the glory of an only Son coming from the 
Father, full of truth and loving-kindness.  Do we see this 
glory?  Because of the Incarnation do we see God’s glory 
on the face of every human being?  Look in love! 
“May each Christmas, as it comes, find us more and more 
like Him who at this time became a little child for our sake; 
more simpleminded, more humble, more affectionate more 
resigned, more happy, more full of God.”  (John Henry 
Newman) 
Wishing all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Gra ce 
filled New Year . 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
Fr. James & Fr. Lukose 
 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS to the 
Holy Cross Choirs, Resurrection of Our Lord Choir and the 
Children from Holy Family School who sang and 
performed beautifully at our Advent and Christmas 
Concert.  The Church was full and many commended that 
it was conducted in the true spirit of Advent—Christmas.  
You indeed deserve a pat from all of us dear Choir 
members. 



Parish and Community Life…  
HOSPITALITY 
The Hospitality Committee would like to thank everyone 
for their generous contributions for the bake table, and to 
those who participated with a table in the Christmas Bake 
and Craft Sale that was held earlier this month.  It was a 
great success all around! 
THE COMMITTEE would also like to wish all parishioners 
and their families a very Merry Christmas and best wishes 
for the coming New Year.  Thank you for your support of 
our activities in the parish this year.  We look forward to 
many more functions in 2006. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
The Pastoral Care Team wishes you, our parishioners and 
your families a Happy and Holy Christmas and extends 
our hope and prayers for God's blessings in your lives 
throughout 2006! 
IF WE CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE to you during the 
holidays, please contact Betty Dillon at 521-2887 or the 
Parish Office during office hours at 731-7834. 
 
 
Social Action... 
MISSION, PEACE, AND DEVELOPMENT 
We celebrate and give thanks that Jesus has come to us. 
Not just in Bethlehem 2000 years ago but here today, in 
our own lives.  If we have not done so already, let us 
remember in our giving those who do not share equally in 
the blessings of this earth.  Merry Christmas to all from 
MPD. 
 
 
Other items of interest…  
MASS OF HEALING:  Fr. Fernando Suarez of the 
Companions of the Cross will be presiding on Friday, 
January 13 at 7 p.m. at Annunciation of the Lord Parish, 
2414 Ogilvie Rd.  For more information call Jim Meuse at 
744-3026. 
 
F.A.C.E.S. FOR CATHOLIC SINGLES:  Eddie May 
Murder Mystery Dinner evening, a fundraiser for the 
Kanata Youth Centre.  “Southern Discomfort” will be 
staged at the Lone Star Ranch on Friday, January 13 from 
7 p.m. – 11 p.m.  Cost:  $60 (tax receipt $30).  For 
information call 270-8009 or email vern@sympatico.ca.  
On February 17 – 19: a singles weekend retreat to the 
Galilee Retreat Centre in Arnprior.  Cost:  $127/single; 
$102/double.  On Friday there will be a wine and cheese 
party, on Saturday there will be cross country skiing or 
downhill.  Board games, hikes and a sleigh ride for non-
skiers.  For more information call Brian Armstrong at 523-
9702 or bmjarmstrong@hotmail.com. 
 
HOMELANDS MASS:  Archbishop Marcel Gervais is 
pleased to invite everyone to the annual Homelands Mass, 
on Sunday, January 15, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. at Notre Dame 
Cathedral.  The Homelands Mass celebrates our cultural 
diversity both here in Canada and in the Church and it 
recognizes the many contributions of all those among us 
who have come here from foreign lands.  Please plan to 
attend! 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT �  

“The world is a Bethlehem where all the inns have no 
room for the Christ Child.  The canyons of modern cities 
are caveless; the skyscrapers have locked entrances.  The 
music of the donkey’s hoofs that carried Mary to 
Bethlehem is lost in the swoosh of our endless 
traffic…Pause, and then hasten!  Make warm the caves of 
your souls so that the Holy Anointed One may be born in 
them.” 
“Let this Christmas be for us a turning point… Let us 
become small enough to kneel at the crib and big enough 
just to reach the level of the Baby’s eyes.  Let us look into 
them—and catch sight of Love Incarnate!  Then we shall 
be made whole again, and our hunger will be filled.” 
(Moments of Grace from the writings of Catherine 
Doherty—Donkey Bells) 
 
 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
CHRISTMAS SYMBOLS: 
Candy cane:   The shepherd’s crook, representing the 
nativity’s first witnesses and Christ the Good Shepherd, 
inspired the candy cane.  Its alternating white and red 
stripes represent the Lord’s purity and sacrifice, even as 
the same colors do liturgically.  Its lively peppermint 
flavour stands for the royal gift of spice.  Finally, like the 
Body of Christ itself, the candy cane is given to be broken 
and shared. 
Carnation:   The carnation is known as a flower of 
rejoicing because of the legend that it first appeared at the 
birth of Christ. 
Christmas holly:   The bright green leaves and red 
berries, well into the cold season, make holly right for 
Christmas.  Its symbolism, however, is much deeper.  For 
the early Christian it was not only reminiscent of the 
burning bush seen by Moses, the prophetic as well:  In the 
face of Christmas sentimentality, it foretells, with its prickly 
points and drops of blood-like-berries, Christ’s crown of 
thorns.  According to ancient legend, its berries were once 
yellow, but were stained permanently red by Christ’s 
blood, since it was used to fashion the Saviour’s crown of 
thorns.  (Maybe this is the reason for the superstition that 
holly, if brought into the house before Christmas Eve, 
would provoke family fights.) 
Holly’s symbolic roots go deeper still, into the subsoil of 
the Roman culture.  The Romans would send holly to 
friends, in a gesture of friendliness and good will during 
the mid-winter feasts.  Later, Northern Europeans hung it 
on doors as a symbol of shelter for the wood spirits. 
(The Catholic Source Book) 
 


